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I a letter to a friend, the grear German playsveigh and philosaphio
Joabinnmn Waoltgang von Goethe once declared that architecture was frazen
music, American designer Christopher Streng, plainky om the =anm
wivelength nearly two centuries Later, has called his crentions “froeen
emotion.” Mot frigidicy, mind vow, but emotion arrested, capture
on eternal instane, preserved forever, inviolate, Pressing that paini
Streng—a graduate of the Milwaukee Dnatitore of At & Designoond a
||-.'-|;:1'| comsultant for Kohler, the Wisconsin ;1||||'||1:||.:'_ wncd farmitun
manufacturer, and Magis—has long imbued his products with
inthropomorphic missions: a chair thar basks in ~pride and dedicanon
chandelier that “rives vou her soul”: a elock described ws, among sther
things, “leving, sinister, encompassing, unforgiving, bealing”

Brhind Streng's mystical narracives, however, s an nerepsing arm

af start] nply beautitul examples of futuristic firmiture and aocessaries

The most recent are arguably Aristotelian in their logic and simplcin

\ minimalist wall light made of a slab of clear cast resin that encases a
=-.i|'|;: ¢ Huorescent cireler SLLEERT S Ak illiirmnatedd block of 1 e A even
thinmer slab of elear resin, alse embedded with o fuorescent lighe <opre,
is moldied into a tooted cray wich vaguely Asian overtomes, The Lol
levmyee: ond attaman, in reinforeed p|-|.-2i.'. |.-:l||||'-|:'|11|-||: “he culiursl
dominanee of brilliant ransparency in the home-electronics industm,
their opague white surfaces and carnal-pink underbellies as alluring as the
latest Inptop and as smoothly crafved as a bie of Fabergé enamel. Ao
Streng's Ubw stool is an icon in waiting, o hollowed chunk of sounds
colorful foam or composite plastic that can be used o 0 seat, 3 table, ora
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